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is empowered to increase., as well as diminish or quash,
a sentence imposed by a lower court. Above the Court
of Criminal Appeal, and concerning itself exclusively
with questions of law, there is finally the House of
Lords, which for legal purposes is composed of the
Lord Chancellor, ex-Lord Chancellors and ex-judges
who happen to be peers, and seven Lords of Appeal
in Ordinary, experienced judges who are given life
peerages expressly for this purpose. But it is a curious
reflection that it is only an established tradition and
no law which deters seven hundred other peers of the
realm, having no judicial qualifications whatever, from
entering this most august court and taking an active
part in its proceedings!
However, criminal cases on points of law require a
certificate of their importance from the Attorney-
General before they can reach the House of Lords,
which is mainly concerned with civil suits, to which
we now turn. When one citizen sues another, with
the object of maintaining his private rights—usually
a matter of some pecuniary compensation—proceed-
ings for a small amount may take place in a county
court. This, like its ancient predecessor of the same
name, is a local court, but the two are entirely un-
related: the modern county courts were instituted by
Act of Parliament in 1846, are presided over by a
special class of County Court Judges ("His Honour"),
and ate about 500 in number, grouped into circuits for
the judges. At the county court the dispute will be
decided by the judge himself, unless either party to the
suit chooses to demand a verdict from a jury, which
consists of eight persons. But an appeal will usually
lie from the county court to the Court of Appeal
(described below), and, if the sum at stake is large.

